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GRAND BAY-WESTFIELD — On the First Sunday of Easter, Father David Martin,
pastor of Holy Spirit Parish, blessed 54 shawls that had been created through the
parish’s Shawl Ministry. Despite the pandemic the parish has maintained many
of its outreach ministreis. Story page 3. (Natasha Mazerolle photo)

From May 9-16, the Church in Canada
will celebrate the National Week for Life
and Family. The Canadian Conference of
Catholic of Bishops has developed
numerous resource tools. Story page 3.

VATICAN CITY (Photo right) — A statue of St. Joseph is seen
as Pope Francis leads his general audience at the Vatican
earlier this year. With the approval of the pope, the
Congregation for Divine Worship and the Sacraments has
published several additions to the Litany of St. Joseph.
Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC of the Diocese of Saint John
gifts a statue of St. Joseph to Divine Mercy Catholic School
in Saint John. Stories page 6. (CNS photo/Vatican Media)

VATICAN CITY — Pope Francis prays the rosary with about
160 people in St. Peter's Basilica at the Vatican May 1, 2021.
The pope began a month long rosary marathon praying for
an end to the COVID-19 pandemic. The English-language list
of shrines and prayer intentions can be found on page 9.
(CNS photo/Vatican Media)
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New FreemanThe
Quebec bishops push for 'just recovery'
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

QUEBEC — Quebec’s Catholic bishops
don’t just want a recovery, they want change.

The Quebec Assembly of Catholic Bishops’
annual May Day message calls for a basic
income, higher minimum wage, an economy
less dependent on fossil fuels, tax reform that
redistributes wealth away from the wealthy
and policies that recognize how women have
been disadvantaged in our economy.

“Women and young people have been es-

pecially hard hit,” the bishops write in “To-
wards a Just Recovery: Paying Attention to
the Lives of Workers.”

“The ordeal of the COVID-19 pandemic”
inspired the bishops to take on the economic
inequities that have driven a 35- to 40-per-
cent increase in food bank use in Quebec.

“The first priority of any recovery plan must
certainly be to foster a return to work with
appropriate working conditions in those sec-
tors that were especially affected,” the bish-
ops wrote. “This must include an increase to
the minimum wage and attention to the ur-
gent need for paid family and medical leaves.”
As governments begin to think about a post-
pandemic economy, the bishops particularly
want them to think about women’s place in
the labour force.

“A just recovery must start from a real rec-
ognition of the dignity and the work of those
— mainly women — upon whom our public
services rely at all levels,” they said.

That certainly makes sense to the president
of Canada’s largest Catholic union.

“Many of what we call essential workers
— either personal support workers, or work-
ing in the health industry, or working in gro-

cery stores quite frankly — tend to be
women. A lot of the time they’re immigrant
women,” said Ontario English Catholic Teach-
ers’ Association president Liz Stuart. “Their
work has been deemed essential and yet not
essential enough to actually pay them a living
wage, or not essential enough to actually pro-
vide paid sick leave for them.”

Minimum wage, paid sick days and a basic
income may not be the immediate concern of
well-paid, unionized teachers, said Stuart, but
her union has long held these issues as priori-
ties, “understanding that we do so from a place

of privilege.”
St. Jerome’s University sociologist
David Seljak sees the imprint of St.
Pope John Paul II from his 1981 en-
cyclical Laborem Exercens in the Que-
bec May Day message.
“The Quebec bishops have simply
taken their cue from him and extended
that to the poorest members of soci-
ety, because those are the persons in
society who are at the greatest risk of
having their dignity ignored or violated.”
The tradition of Church thinking about
labour goes back almost 130 years to
Pope Leo XIII’s ground-breaking en-
cyclical Rerum Novarum. But it gained
a new basis in the philosophy of the
Polish pope, who taught that work and

human dignity can’t be separated, Mr. Seljak
said.

Mr. Seljak finds it both amusing and mysti-
fying that reviving a 40-year-old encyclical
by a pope who is today a conservative icon
“might strike people as progressive or overly-
progressive.”

But John Paul II’s insights remain relevant,
says Mr. Seljak.

“If you ignore the importance of work in
the life of the person, you can easily lose the
person and ignore their dignity,” said Mr.
Seljak. “So much of our life is work. It’s not
just the eight-hour work day, but the work
we do in the house, in the home, the work
we do for the family. You take away work,
you take away a lot from the life of the per-
son. If you refuse to recognize the dignity of
labour, you refuse to recognize so much of
what makes a human person.”

“A recovery that takes heed of the dignity
of persons, of communities, and of our Com-
mon Home must be the fruit of a collabora-
tive effort,” the bishops wrote. “We invite
parish communities to develop partnerships
in their own milieu and to participate actively
in this collaboration to prepare the future.”§

The Quebec bishops, in their annual May Day
message, say the recovery from the pandemic
must be a just one that recognizes the dignity of
work. (Photo by Michael Swan)
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National Week for Life and Family celebrates domestic church
By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

From May 9-16, the Church in Canada will
celebrate the National Week for Life and Fam-
ily.

This year’s theme is, Family, the Domestic
Church: A Sign of Hope and Life. This is
especially significant in this year Amoris
Laetitia, during which the Holy Father puts
special emphasis on building up the family.

“Some people may ask, ‘How can I or my
family live up to the ideal of being a domestic
church?’,” Archbishop Richard Gagnon,
president of the Canadian Conference of
Catholic Bishops [CCCB] said in his letter to
Catholic Families in May 2021. “The truth is
no family is perfect; each one of us is af-
fected by sin and therefore we all fall short of
the idea. The good news is that through our
baptism we have been, ‘incorporated into the
Church and made sharers in her mission’
(Catechism of the Catholic Church, 1213).
In and through the power of the Holy Spirit,
we become missionaries to the world.”

The CCCB has provided an extensive list
of resources to assist families in growing
closer to Jesus, and to help support and
strengthen them as domestic church. These
include practical suggestions for events and
activities that families can do in their home,
including taking time as a family before sup-
per or at bedtime to share what God has done
in your life, reading scripture as a family, bak-
ing “Bible Cookies in a Jar” — recipe included
with resources, or participating in events for
the National or Provincial March for Life if
possible.

It also includes a list of digital resources
that families can enjoy together, including a
scriptural rosary provided by the Knights of
Columbus, Formed.org, Vativision.com,
Catholicapps.com, and Catchat.ca (detailed
explanations for each of these resources can
be found //www.cccb.ca/wp-content/
uploads/2020/12/ 4_SUGGESTED-
E V E N T S - A N D -
ACTIVITES_NWLF_2021.pdf).

Practical suggestions for activities that par-
ishes can do to celebrate the National Week
for Life and Family include organizing a fam-
ily movie night, giving a special blessing at
mass for couples celebrating significant mar-
riage anniversaries, organizing a free break-
fast for mothers and families in recognition
of Mother’s Day on May 9, and organizing a
group to participating in National or Provin-
cial March for Life if possible.

“We are living in mission territory and fami-
lies are called to be the protagonists of the
New Evangelization,” Bishop Christian
Riesbeck, CC, of the Diocese of Saint John
said in his March 15 letter to the faithful for
the Year Amoris Laetitia. “I encourage you to
dedicate yourselves fully to this year, and to
give God permission to work powerfully in
your families, to bring about the renewal of

By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

SAINT JOHN — Members of Holy Spirit
Parish — St. Matthew’s Church in Grand
Bay-Westfield and St. Rose of Lima Church
in West Saint John — have found innovative
ways to continue their outreach ministries
serving those in need during this time of pan-
demic.

The Women’s Society of Holy Spirit Parish
organizes regular food drives to support the
Sunshine Room, which is a classroom set up
at Harbour View High School in Saint John to
provide meals for students in need during the
school day.

“The Sunshine Room is a place where stu-
dents who would otherwise go hungry can
come to get something to eat,” Jill Robillard
of Holy Spirit Parish said. In addition to feed-
ing students, the Sunshine Room aims to teach
them basic life skills such as nutrition and food
preparation. “What they are requesting are
supplies that students will need in order to
prepare meals for themselves,” she said.
“They ask for a list of ingredients such as
pasta and sauce, and we pass it along to our
parishioners so they can fill the request.”

Ms. Robillard said she was overwhelmed
by the generosity of the parish. “We delivered
a carload of supplies to Harbour View High
School on Holy Thursday in torrential rain,”
she said with a laugh. “An army of students
greeted us and helped to unload the cars as
quickly as possible. We were all soaking wet.”

Another active ministry of the parish from
St. Matthew’s, is the prayer shawl ministry.
Members of the parish make shawls out of
donated yarn that can then be gifted to any-
one who is suffering and in need of comfort.
“Anyone in need of spiritual comfort in the
form of a cozy shawl is welcome to them,”
Ms. Robillard said.

Prior to the pandemic the Women’s Soci-
ety met in person to crochet together, but pan-

Holy Spirit Parish continues
outreach ministries during pandemic

the world.”
For more information on the National Week

for Life and Family, visit https://
www.cccb.ca/national-week-for-life-and-
the-family/.

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for
The New Freeman. She can be reached at
natasha@maz-family.com. §

demic restrictions have prevented this minis-
try from gathering in person. Nevertheless,
the members remain dedicated and have con-
tinued their work from their homes, allowing
this ministry to proceed uninterrupted. On the
First Sunday of Easter Father David Martin,
pastor of Holy Spirit Parish, blessed 54 shawls
that had been created, along with 30 smaller
baptismal shawls.

To reach a greater number of parishioners,
the shawls have been displayed on a quilt rack
in the main lobby of St. Matthew’s Church.
“If you need one for someone in need, take
one,” Ms. Robillard said. “The only thing we
ask is that the recipient’s name be written
down so that we don’t end up with four peo-
ple taking a shawl for the same person.”

Prayer shawls are distributed with a prayer
card from the parish and a note of encour-
agement from a prayer shawl website.

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for
The New Freeman. She can be reached at
natasha@maz-family.com. §

SAINT JOHN — Food collected at Holy
Spirit Parish was delivered to Harbour
View High School for its Sunshine Room
for students in need. This is one of a
number of outreach ministries the parish
has maintained despite the pandeim
restrictions. (Natasha Mazerolle photo)
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Living as disciples and friends
Recently I had the honour and pleasure of journeying on a week-

long retreat with the Sisters of St. Martha of P.E.I. and their lay asso-
ciates. It was a marvelous experience of living faith with them. Re-
flecting on our Scriptures, sharing our faith Tradition and taking time
to nurture our spirituality we had the opportunity to grow as disciples
and friends. What a wonderful community to be with.  They are truly
a blessing for which I am thankful. One lament — they were on
Prince Edward Island. I was in New Brunswick. We were forced to
meet virtually, unable to come together face to face. Covid-19 has
been unkind.

For the last year our world has been disrupted. What was our
normal no longer is. The retreat experience illustrates the impact of
the pandemic. We were separated. Borders could not be crossed and
so we found ourselves isolated in our own spaces. Alone as we were,
we were not alone in the experience. Right now, the same experience
is happening all around our world.

Masks, social distancing, shrinking social gatherings, no hand-shak-
ing or hugging have been our norm. Hospitals, seniors’ homes, schools,
neighbourhoods, campuses and churches have been affected. Con-
tact has been through virtual means. For the sake of one another it
must be done.  O live safely in this pandemic, we must live with
separation. It works, but we do lose in the experience.

Relationships are significant for us and we long to be together.
Community matters for we are social beings. A streamed retreat or
mass might be necessary and it is certainly better than none, but it is
not ideal. What is missing is the communal element. The full experi-
ence of Eucharist must include the social contact. The danger is that
it become only ritual, “going through the motions”. Like so much of
our lives, we need the interpersonal element, for this brings us life and
allows us to realize we are linked with a bond of humanity and love.
We care about each other.

In John’s Gospel, Jesus speaks of the vine and the branches (John
15:1-8). What a wonderful image of our Christian faith. We are inter-
connected, dependent on one another for life both physically and

spiritually. It is no small thing that Je-
sus gathered his disciples around him-
self and invited them to follow as he
led them through Galilee. Not only did they learn from him, they built
a bond that joined them together as branches of the same vine.

Chapter 15 of John’s Gospel is set in the Passover meal that Jesus
shares with his friends. It is their last. At the end (ch.17) Jesus will
offer his farewell prayer for them, but here in chapter 15 he ex-
presses the deep bond that has grown among them. They are to-
gether like the vine and the branches. No branch will live without the
connection with the vine and the vine itself will grow and share life
through the branches. As Jesus puts it: “Abide in me as I abide in you”
(15:4). Discipleship is a communal experience.

Christian faith is relational. Our sacramental tradition expresses this.
It shows especially in what we call the Sacraments of Initiation or
entry into the community of Christians (Baptism, Confirmation and
Eucharist). All three draw us to grow as disciples. They offer a rela-
tionship with the person of Jesus, the Christ. In this way, we have a
bond with our God. Like a loving parent this God of ours offers life
and loving compassion. As disciples, we too are to reflect this life and
love around us.

Father John Jennings, retired priest of the Diocese of Saint John
and St. Thomas University, reflects on the previous Sunday readings
with the intent to be a form of on-going adult faith formation. He
can be reached at: jennings@stu.ca. §

Our sacred stories

Father JOHN JENNINGS

Pope updates Vatican judicial laws so cardinals, bishops can face trial
By JUNNO AROCHO ESTEVES
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Updating the laws that govern the Vatican's
civil judicial system, Pope Francis stated that cardinals and bishops
accused of a crime can now be tried in a Vatican court.

The pope said the new measure, issued "motu proprio," on his own
accord, reflects the "fundamental equality of all" by ensuring that the
Vatican judicial system conforms to the principle that "among all the
faithful there is true equality in dignity and in action."

The pope also stressed the need for changes to the current judicial
system "to ensure the equality of all members of the church and their
equal dignity and position, without privileges that date back to earlier
times and are no longer in keeping with the responsibilities that each
person has in building up the church."

"This requires solidity of faith and consistency of behaviour and
actions," he wrote in the document published April 30.

Still, the new law says, the pope must give his "prior consent"
before a cardinal or bishop is tried by city-state's court. The court
handles crimes against Vatican civil law, not the Catholic Church's
Code of Canon Law.

Showing his intent that cardinals and bishops will be tried like any-

one else who violates the civil code, Pope Francis also abolished Ar-
ticle 24 of the current law, which stated that only the Court of Cassa-
tion — the Vatican's appellate court consisting of three cardinals and
several associate judges — "is competent to judge" cases against car-
dinals and bishops.

The new measures, Pope Francis wrote, go into effect immedi-
ately. §
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In Exile

RON ROLHEISER, omi

The eyes of love
Imagine a young couple intoxicated with each other in the early stages

of love. Imagine a religious neophyte in love with God, praying ecstati-
cally. Imagine an idealistic young person working tirelessly with the poor,
enflamed with a thirst for justice. Are this young couple really in love with
each other? Is that religious neophyte really in love with God? Is this
young social activist really in love with the poor?  Not an easy question.

Whom are we really loving when we have feelings of love? The other?
Ourselves? The archetype and energy the other is carrying? Our own
fantasy of that person? The feelings this experience is triggering inside us?
When we are in love, are we really in love with another person or are we
mostly basking in a wonderful feeling which could be just as easily trig-
gered by countless other persons?

There are different answers to that question. John of the Cross would
say it is all of these things; we are in fact really loving that other person,
loving a fantasy we have created of that person, and basking in the good
feeling this has generated inside us. That is why, invariably, at a given point
in a relationship the powerful feelings of being in love give way to disillu-
sionment – disillusionment (by definition) implies the dispelling of an illu-
sion, something was unreal. So for John of the Cross, when we are in
love, partly the love is real and partly it is an illusion. Moreover, John would
say the same thing about our initial feelings of fervour in prayer and in
altruistic service. They are a mixture of both, authentic love and an illusion.

Some other analyses are less generous. In their view, all initial falling in
love, whether it be with another person, with God in prayer, or with the
poor in service, is mainly an illusion. Ultimately, you are in love with being
in love, in love with what prayer is doing for you, or in love with how
working for justice is making you feel. The other person, God, and the
poor are secondary. That is why, so often, when first fervour dies, so too
does our love for its original object. When the fantasy dies, so too does the
sense of being in love. We fall in love without really knowing the other
person and we fall out of love without really knowing the other person.
The very phrase “falling in love” is revealing. “Falling” is not something we
choose, it happens to us.  Marriage Encounter spirituality has a clever
slogan around this: marriage is a decision; falling in love is not.

Who is right?  When we fall in love, how
much is genuine love for another and how
much is an illusion within which we are
mostly loving ourselves? Steven Levine an-
swers this from very different perspective
and throws new light on the question. What
is his perspective?

Love, he says, is not a “dualistic emotion”.
For him, whenever we are feeling authentic love we are, at that moment,
feeling our oneness with God and with all that is. He writes, “The experi-
ence of love arises when we surrender our separateness into the universal.
It is a feeling of unity … It is not an emotion, it is a state of being … It is
not so much that ‘two are as one’ so much as it is the ‘One manifested as
two.’”  In other words, when we love someone, in that moment, we are
one with him or her, not separate, so that even though our fantasies and
feelings may be partially wrapped up in self-serving affectivity, something
deeper and more real than our feelings and fantasies is occurring. We are
one with the other in our being — and, in love, we sense it.

In this view, authentic love is not so much something we feel; it is
something we are. At its root, love is not an affective emotion or a moral
virtue (though these are part of it). It is a metaphysical condition, not
something that comes and goes like an emotional state, nor something that
we can choose or refuse morally. A metaphysical condition is a given,
something we stand within, that makes up part of what we are, constitu-
tively, though we can be blissfully unaware. Thus, love, not least falling in
love, can help make us more conscious of our non-separateness, our
oneness in being with others.

When we feel love deeply or passionately, then perhaps (like Thomas
Merton describing a mystical vision he had on a street corner) we can
awake more from our dream of separateness and our illusion of difference
and see the secret beauty and depth of other people’s hearts. Perhaps too

it will enable us to see others at
that place in them where neither
sin nor desire nor self-knowledge
can reach, the core of their real-
ity, the person that each one is in
God’s eyes.

And wouldn’t it be wonder-
ful, Merton adds … “if we could
see each other that way all the
time.”

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser,
theologian, teacher, and award-
winning author.. He can be con-
tacted through his website
 www.ronrolheiser.com Facebook
www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser §

Father Ron Rolheiser’s column
In Exile is sponsored by
Brenan’s Funeral Home

111 Paradise Row, Saint John, NB
506-634-7424

www.brenansfh.com

Classic Memorials Inc.
Best Quality,Service & Prices!

Laser Design Experts

Four Generations of Monument Craftsmen
Area Representatives

 Office & Showroom: St. Joseph’s Cemetery, 327 Westmorland Rd., Saint John, 653-6861
Reid’s Funeral Home, Hampton, 832-5541

Fundy Funeral Home, Saint John, 646-2424

Classic uses only the very best granites available and
unconditionally guarantees every monument sold.
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Saint Joseph finds a home at DMCS
By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

SAINT JOHN — After travelling through-
out St. Croix Parish as part of a novena to St.
Joseph, a statue of St. Joseph has found a
home at Divine Mercy Catholic School.

“When I was advised that St. Croix Parish
was looking to pass on some statues, and that
St. Joseph was one of them, I said if no one
takes it I will gladly take the statue,” Bishop
Christian Riesbeck, CC, bishop of the Dio-
cese of Saint John said. “When it was deliv-

ered to me at the Cathedral I thought, this
statue is quite large. So, I wasn’t sure where
to put it.”

Bishop Riesbeck thought of the children at
Divine Mercy Catholic School. “I thought,
wouldn’t it be great to have this at the school?”
he said. “Now as you walk into the chapel,
right outside the doors, there’s a statue of St.
Joseph on the left and a statue of Mary on the
right.”

Bishop Riesbeck visited the school on April
39, the eve of the Solemnity of St. Joseph the
Worker to celebrate mass and bless the statue.

In the Gospel the children heard, “In my

Father’s house there are many dwelling places.
If it were not so, would I have told you that I
go to prepare a place for you?” (John 14:2)
and that Jesus is the way, the truth and the
life. Bishop Riesbeck asked them to think
about what they would love to have in their
mansions. He went on to explain that “the
way to heaven is through Jesus, the way, the
truth and the life.  We follow the way by be-
lieving in him, embracing his teachings, fol-
lowing his commandments, and receiving the
sacraments — especially Reconciliation and
the Eucharist.”

He then spoke of the saints, who are key
agents in helping each person to follow Jesus
and reach the Father’s mansions in heaven.
“We also have an entire cheering section in
heaven that is cheering us on in our journey
to heaven, the Communion of Saints,” he said.
“Mary is the most important — Queen of all
Saints. And very close to Mary is her beloved
spouse, St. Joseph who is our protector, the
patron saint of the Universal Church.”

Bishop Riesbeck told the children how St.
Joseph protected the Holy Family on their way
to Egypt. He also explained the significance
of sleeping St. Joseph, and how God spoke
to Joseph through an angel while he slept.

SAINT JOHN — Bishop Christian
Riesbeck, CC of the Diocese of Saint John
stands next to a statue of St. Joseph that
he gifted to Divine Mercy Catholic School
in Saint John. The statue stands at the
entrance to the school’s chapel. (Natasha
Mazerolle photo)

“Jesus was conceived by the Holy Spirit in
the womb of Mary. This was very mysteri-
ous and beautiful, but Joseph didn’t under-
stand,” he told them. “So, when Joseph was
sleeping an angel reassured him that this was
indeed beautiful and mysterious and not to
worry about taking Mary into his home.”

The bishop went to describe how St. Joseph
was important in Jesus’ upbring and forma-
tion. “After Jesus was born, St. Joseph took
care of Jesus as his own son,” he said. “He
shared his trade by teaching him to be a carpen-
ter. As the foster father of Jesus, he helped him
to grow in his manhood, which was important
since Jesus is fully God and fully human.”

He closed by sharing that, “St. Joseph is
also working for us praying for us, interced-
ing for us, even while we sleep.” He shared
that a statue of sleeping Joseph was gifted to
him under which he places intentions on piece
of paper to ask St. Joseph to pray for those
intentions while he sleeps. He encouraged the
children to ask St. Joseph’s intercession for
their own intentions.

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for
The New Freeman. She can be reached at
natasha@maz-family.com. §

Vatican approves new invocations
for Litany of St. Joseph
By CINDY WOODEN
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Updating the Litany of
St. Joseph, approved in 1909, the Vatican has
added seven invocations, including two that
address the guardian of Jesus and husband
of Mary as "support in difficulty" and "patron
of refugees."

The Congregation for Divine Worship and
the Sacraments published the additions May
1, the feast of St. Joseph the Worker.

The additions were approved by Pope
Francis, the congregation said, and drew the
new invocations mainly from modern papal
texts about St. Joseph, including Pope Francis'
December apostolic letter proclaiming a Year
of St. Joseph and St. John Paul II's 1989 ap-
ostolic exhortation, "Redemptoris Custos"
("Protector of the Redeemer").

Since Pope Francis wanted, as he wrote in
his letter, "to increase our love for this great
saint, to encourage us to implore his inter-
cession and to imitate his virtues and his zeal,"
the congregation said, it seemed appropriate
to update the 112-year-old litany.

Providing only the Latin-language version
of the invocations, the congregation said it
would be up to bishops' conferences to trans-
late the phrases and to add others if St. Joseph
is invoked by their people in a particular way.

The Latin phrases are: "Custos
Redemptoris" (Protector of the Redeemer);
"Serve Christi" (Servant of Christ); "Minister
salutis" (Minister of salvation); "Fulcimen in
difficultatibus" (Support in difficulty); "Patrone
exsulum" (Patron of refugees); "Patrone
afflictorum" (Patron of the afflicted); and
"Patrone pauperum" (Patron of the poor).§
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• Residential • Construction

JOHN FLOOD & SONS
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SINCE 1848

634-1112
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Saint John
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As Mary grew older, what would she have thought about her role in the story
of our faith tradition? A Franciscan writer imagines just that.

Scenes from the life of Mary

By Father MURRAY BODO, OFM

Reprinted with permission
St. Anthony Messenger, May 2021

Of all the stories I’ve read in my lifetime,
few opening lines move me more than this
sentence from the Gospel of Luke: “The an-
gel Gabriel was sent from God to a town of
Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed
to a man named Joseph, of the house of
David, and the virgin’s name was Mary”
(1:26–27). I know now what’s coming, of
course, but there was, once upon a time, a
young boy in a New Mexico border town
who opened the Douay Rheims version of
the New Testament and read those words
for the first time. This is when I began to fall
in love with story itself as the vehicle of grace
and knowledge. We are not just our minds.
We live and move and have our being in and
with the world around us. We experience our
lives through all of our senses, and all of that
experience is conveyed in story, which is
more than ideas and beliefs. Story has move-
ment and sound, and portrays how we inter-
act with our environment, with human and
living things, from plants to animals to the
landscape of our lives in time.

A story follows someone around, asking
questions like, Where did he/she come from?
Who are they? Where are they going? What
is keeping them from getting there? What is
going to happen to them? That whole gestalt
is what story addresses, using those kinds of
questions and then answering them through
the same five senses by which we experi-
ence life, our own life. And story takes place
in time, that mysterious dimension that be-
gins, whether it is stated or not, with “Once
upon a time . . . .”

The pages that follow are Mary’s story as
a human being who brings God to earth, Mary
of Nazareth, the human mother of Jesus,
who becomes the Queen of Heaven and Earth,
the Mediatrix of All Graces.

The meditations come from a Franciscan
way of praying that the scholar Ewert Cous-
ins called “the mysticism of the historical
event,” which consists of taking a scene from
Scripture and putting yourself into the scene,
imagining you are one of the characters, and
letting the scene open itself up to you. It is
not just an intellectual exercise. It is a dimen-
sion of prayer in which you are open to grace
and to the spiritual energy that derives from

that particular scene or event in Scripture.
It is akin to a pilgrimage to a geographical

place where an extraordinary spiritual event
took place. The pilgrims who make their way
there don’t just seek an intellectual experience
of the event but pray that the grace of that
particular place will be given them to live it
out in their lives that day and every subse-
quent day of their lives. St. Ignatius of Loyola
later embraced this Franciscan way of pray-
ing, and it became an integral part of his Spir-
itual Exercises.

These meditations are focused on the last
year of Mary’s life when she is living with
John, the Beloved Disciple, in Ephesus. (It’s
possible she may also have lived for a time
with John on Patmos.) It was Jesus himself
who gave them to each other as mother and
son when he spoke to them from the cross
thus: “When Jesus saw his mother and the
disciple there whom he loved, he said to his
mother, ‘Woman, behold your son.’ Then he
said to the disciple, ‘Behold your mother.’ And
from that hour the disciple took her into his
home” (Jn 19:26–27).

She knew from the moment of the rush of
Gabriel’s wings and his lilting “Hail, full of
Grace,” that she was only the handmaid, the
servant of the most high God, and Gabriel
only the messenger of God’s message. But
what she could not have known was that she
was more than God’s servant; she, mysteri-
ously, was to be a vessel of the living God,
and she was afraid. And Gabriel knew she
was afraid and said, “Do not be afraid, Mary,
for he who will be born of you will be known
as the son of God.”

How can this be, she thought, and immedi-
ately she knew that God had come to her
because she was a woman, and she was pure
potential for motherhood, and no one human
would be the agent. And knowing, Gabriel
said, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you,
and the power of the Most High will over-
shadow you. Therefore the child to be born
will be called holy, the Son of God” (Lk 1:35).
Then she, in turn, replied, “May it be done
according to your word” (Lk 1:38). And that
was it, Gabriel himself open-eyed at her re-
sponse; he himself, like her, unaware of the
depths of the words they were exchanging,
aware though of whose words Gabriel had
announced to her. The words’ unfolding
would be her pregnancy full of grace and light
unimaginable: a child whom she was to name
Jesus, a child of her womb, a son whose ori-

gins were in eternity, begotten of God, born
of a woman who was her very self, a mere
girl who was suddenly woman, mother of a

boy who was pure mystery though he was
somehow in her like any baby and would come
from her into the world.

That is how she remembered it, here in
Ephesus. She was now as she was then: a
girl, a woman, waiting and watching for the
angel who would announce the word of her
passing into the heaven where her Son ruled
at the right hand of the Father. She was not
afraid. She needed no Gabriel to reassure her.
She’d lived too long in the immensity of the
mystery to doubt.

Nor did she wonder who she would be in
eternity. She would be who she always was:
Mary, the mother of God’s Son. She sus-
pected that would be her role for all eternity:
mother, woman, the completion of the love
of the mysterious faces of God — Father,
Son, Holy Spirit — the mystery moving
through the three of them into her, visible in
eternity as it is invisible on earth.

She would share these thoughts with John,
who would see immediately that they are not
her own aged self-absorption but her

(continued on page 10)

(St. Anthony Messenger image)



Voice of  the Diocese of  Saint John since 1900. May 7, 2021Page 8

Christian meditation is path to meeting Christ, pope says at audience
By JUNNO AROCHO ESTEVES
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Meditation is more than just a method of stress
relief for the body, it is a way of encountering Christ in one's soul,
Pope Francis said.

During his weekly general audience April 28, the pope said that
although it has become a "widespread activity among people who do
not have a religious view of life," meditation within the context of
Christian prayer guides men and women "to advance, with the Holy
Spirit, along the one way of prayer: Christ Jesus."

"For us Christians, meditating is a way of encountering Jesus. And
in this way, only in this way, can we find ourselves," he said.

Continuing his series of talks on prayer, the pope reflected on medi-
tation as a form of prayer Christians use to "seek meaning" within the
sacred mysteries and from God's word.

Meditation, however, is also practised by nonbelievers as well "be-
cause it represents a high barrier against the daily stress and empti-
ness that is everywhere," he noted.

"Here, then, is the image of young people and adults sitting in medi-
tation, in silence, with their eyes half-closed," he said. "What do these
people do? They meditate. It is a phenomenon to be welcomed: we
are not made to run all the time, we have an inner life that cannot
always be neglected. Meditating is therefore a need for everyone."

Nevertheless, the pope said that for Christians, the use of medita-
tion is not due to an aspiration of "full self-transparency," but first and
foremost "an encounter with the Other, with a capital O."

"If an experience of prayer gives us inner peace, or self-mastery, or
clarity about the path to take, these results are, one might say, side

effects of the grace of
Christian prayer, which is
the encounter with Jesus.
That is, meditating means
going forward — guided
by a verse from Scripture,
from a word — to the en-
counter with Jesus within
us," he said.

Departing from his pre-
pared remarks, the pope
said that while there are
many methods that are
"important and worthy of
practice," Christian medi-
tation "is not possible with-
out the Holy Spirit."

"Jesus told us, 'I will send you the Holy Spirit; he will teach you and
explain to you,'" the pope said. "In meditation as well, he is the guide
to go forward in the encounter with Jesus Christ."

Pope Francis said that the grace of Christian prayer is the knowledge
that "Christ is not far away but is always in a relationship with us."

He encouraged Christians to meditate on the Gospels so that the
Holy Spirit "may guide us to be present there."

"This is not a withdrawal into ourselves, no, no," the pope said.
Christian meditation involves "going to Jesus and from Jesus, to meet
ourselves — healed, risen, strong — because of the grace of Jesus.
And to encounter Jesus, the saviour of all, including me. And this is
thanks to the guidance of the Holy Spirit."§

At rosary, pope prays resources
move from military to pandemic prevention
By CINDY WOODEN
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Under the gaze of a seventh-century icon of
Mary, Pope Francis launched a monthlong, global recitation of the
rosary, pleading for Mary's intercession for the end of the COVID-19
pandemic.

And he prayed May 1 that Mary would move people's consciences
"so that the enormous amounts spent to increase and perfect weap-
ons are instead used to promote research to prevent similar catastro-
phes in the future."

The pope and about 160 young adults and families from Rome
prayed in St. Peter's Basilica and were joined remotely by people at the
National Shrine and Basilica of Our Lady of Walsingham in England,
the first of 30 Marian shrines around the world that will lead the ro-
sary every day throughout May.

"At the beginning of the month dedicated to Our Lady, we join in
prayer with all the shrines around the world, the faithful and all people
of good will to entrust to our holy mother all of humanity so harshly
tried by this pandemic," the pope said, introducing the recitation of the
glorious mysteries of the rosary.

The Pontifical Council for Promoting New Evangelization coordi-
nated the rosary marathon, the scheduling of the shrines and the as-
signing of a specific prayer intention for each day of the month tradi-
tionally devoted to Mary.

The pope said those intentions would include people who have died
or fallen ill with the virus, their loved ones and the medical personnel
who cared for them, people who had lost their jobs and students who
longed to return to school and to their friends. The prayers, he said,
also would remember "the people, especially women, who endured
violence within the home" during the pandemic lockdowns.

"Mother of Succor, welcome us under your mantle and protect us,
sustain us in times of trial and light in our hearts the lamp of hope for
the future," the pope prayed, standing before the Marian icon.

The Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception
was scheduled to lead the prayers "for all world leaders and for all
heads of international organizations" May 17, and the Quebec Shrine
of Notre Dame du Cap was to lead prayers for "for all law enforce-
ment and military personnel and for all firefighters" May 23.

While leaving much of the planning up to the shrines and their local
expressions of faith, the pontifical council included in the outline for
the prayer services one of the special prayers to Mary in the time of
COVID-19, written by Pope Francis last year when the pandemic
had just begun.

Pope Francis' invocations to Mary May 1 included large sections of
that prayer, including a plea to "turn your merciful eyes toward us
amid this coronavirus pandemic. Comfort those who are distraught
and mourn their loved ones who have died, and at times are buried in
a way that grieves them deeply."

(continued on page 11)

Pope Francis (CNS/Vatican Media)
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May date & shrine Country Prayer Intention
Basilica Vaticana (Madonna del Soccorso) The Vatican For the entire world wounded by this pandemic

1 Our Lady of Walsingham England For all the deceased

2 Jesus the Saviour and Mother Mary (Elele) Nigeria For all those who have notbeen able to say goodbye to their

  deceased loved ones.

3 Our Lady of Czestochowa Poland For all those infected with the corona virus and all the sick

4 Basilica of the Annunciation (in Nazareth) Israel For all expectant women and their unborn babies

5 Blessed Virgin of the Rosary (in Namyang) South Korea For all children and adolescents

6 Our Lady Aparecida (San Paolo) Brazil For all young people

7 Our Lady of Peace and Good Voyage (Antipolo) Philippines For all families

8 Our Lady of Luján Argentina For all communication workers

9 Holy House of Loreto Italy For all seniors

10 Our Lady of Knock Ireland For all people with disabilities

11 The Virgin of the Poor (Banneux) Belgium For all the poor, the homeless, and the economically distressed

12 Our Lady of Africa (Algiers) Algeria For all people who live alone and those who have lost hope

13 Our Lady of the Rosary (Fatima) Portugal For all prisoners

14 Our Lady of Health (Vailankanni) India For all scientists and medical research institutions

15 Our Lady Queen of Peace (Medjugorje) Bosnia For all migrants

16 Saint Mary’s Cathedral (Sydney) Australia For all victims of violence and human trafficking

17 Immaculate Conception (Washington, D.C.) USA For all world leaders and all heads of international organizations

18 Our Lady of Lourdes France For all doctors and nurses

19 Mother Mary's House - Meryem Ana Evi Turkey For all people at war and for world peace

20 Nuestra Señora de la Caridad del Cobre Cuba For all pharmacists and health care personnel

21 Our Lady of Nagasaki Japan For all social workers

22 Nuestra Señora de Montserrat Spain For all volunteers

23 Notre Dame du Cap (Trois Rivières) Canada For all law enforcement, military personnel and firefighters

24 To be confirmed For all those who provide essential services

25 Basilica of the Blessed Virgin of Ta' Pinu Malta For all teachers, students and educators

26 Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe Mexico For all workers and entrepreneurs

27 Mother of God (Zarvanytsia) Ukraine For all the unemployed

28 Black Madonna of Altötting Germany For the Holy Father, bishops, presbyters, and deacons

29 Our Lady of Lebanon (Harissa) Lebanon For all consecrated men and women

30 Blessed Virgin of the Holy Rosary of Pompeii Italy For the Church

31 Vatican Gardens The Vatican For the end of the pandemic and the resumption of our social

and economic life

By CAROL GLATZ
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Pope Francis has called
for a global prayer marathon for the entire
month of May, praying for the end to the pan-
demic.

"The initiative will involve in a special way
all shrines in the world" in promoting the ini-
tiative so that individuals, families and com-
munities all take part in reciting the rosary,
"to pray for the end of the pandemic," said
the Pontifical Council for Promoting New

Evangelization in a press release April 21.
"It is the heartfelt desire of the Holy Father

that the month of May be dedicated to a prayer
marathon dedicated to the theme, 'from the
entire church an unceasing prayer rises to
God,'" it said.

The theme refers to the miraculous event
recounted in the Acts of the Apostles (12:1-
12) when all the church prayed for Peter, who
was imprisoned until God sent an angel to
free him, illustrating how the Christian com-
munity comes together to pray in the face of
danger and how the Lord listens and performs

an unexpected miracle.
Each day in May, there will be a livestream

from one of 30 chosen Marian shrines or sanc-
tuaries to guide the prayer at 6 pm Rome time
(1 pm Atlantic time) on all Vatican media plat-
forms.

The pope will opened the monthlong prayer
May 1 and will conclude it May 31.

The May 23 prayer intention at the Quebec
shrine, Notre Dame du Cap, is for law enforce-
ment, military personnel and firefighters.

The English-language list of shrines and
prayer intentions can be found below.§

May: month long global prayer marathon for end of pandemic
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(continued from page 7)
meditations on God’s mystery, her part in
which was only as great or as small as God’s
plan, God’s word. And the Word, as John
insists, was there in the beginning and be-
came flesh through her only because God
chose to reveal the Word by becoming hu-
man, by enfleshing the Word in Jesus.

How marvelous such thoughts were! How
sustaining when she remembered how Jesus
suffered and died — and she was helpless to
do anything to save him who was saving her
and the whole of the Father’s creation by hid-
ing his divinity in suffering and dying like a
mere man. How much was still hidden from
her. How much was revealed when Jesus
came for her and led her into the mystery of
who he and she really are, when the mystery
was opened and revealed, when the human
Jesus became the eternal word he always
was, even as a child in her womb and as a
dead man in a tomb.

She smiled at how much she still remem-
bered, the girl who thought and prayed and
played in Nazareth. The Little Thinker, her
mother called her. Who we are we were, she
thought. And when I die, will I just die into
my thoughts that will bring me into heaven
on the arm of my son?

She did not recognize him at first, though
she knew it was he. His eyes were the same,
the colour of the sea, blue to green depending
on the light and season of the year. “Little
pools,” she called them when he was a baby.
Yet how changed his countenance and body
now. What marvels of transformation be-
tween dying and rising!

She could only imagine what had transpired
between his death on the cross and this ex-
traordinary man standing in the room, the
doors locked and they all gathered in prayer,
and she wondering how and when he would
reappear among them, and would he still be
her son? But of course he was, and he called
her “our mother.” It was the “our” that was
new and sounded prophetic, sounded almost
eternal. A given, something that was there
from eternity.

Scenes from the life of Mary
The other disciples only looked on, won-

dering. He had no discernible clothes, though
he was covered in an opaque aura, a sort of
raiment that allowed his glorified wounds to
reveal that skin was still there. His hands hung
out from the tunic-like raiment, and his feet,
though bare, touched the floor the way they
did when he would come in from playing and
would remove his sandals, as though the
earthen floor were sacred, and he needed
to feel it as he walked over to embrace her.

How she had waited for that embrace!
Her whole life from the time Gabriel, God’s
messenger, appeared to her, she had lived
her life in waiting. She waited in Egypt for
God to reveal that she and Joseph and Je-
sus would be safe to return to their home-
land. Even now she waited, doing what she
always did in her daily life, a lesson she
had learned when she was told of her cousin
Elizabeth’s pregnancy.  She had made the
extraordinary journey to Elizabeth, who was
in her sixth month of waiting as she held
John the Baptizer within her womb, both
she and Elizabeth waiting then to be acted
upon by God, both of them wondering
what mystery would be revealed in the child
they bore as other women did, the very baby
within them. Waiting. Waiting for the mys-
tery to be revealed to them. Waiting and
doing what all women did in the waiting:
namely, living as they always did, only now
for two, the baby and themselves, whose
lives would be revealed to them when the
child was born. In her and Elizabeth, they
already knew, was a boy, whose tiny feet
would one day walk upon the earthen floor
that their extraordinary lives would tran-
scend when, as men, they would begin the
redemption of Israel.

All life, it seemed to her, was shown us
in the waiting of a woman’s pregnancy. You
lived from day to day, as before, but ever
aware that there was a miracle within wait-
ing to reveal itself. The difference for Eliza-
beth and Mary herself was that they both
already knew that their child would be ex-
traordinary in the history of their people. It

had nothing to do
with them but with
God’s working
quietly within
them. And yet, it
had everything to
do with them, for
their child would
be blood of their

blood, flesh of their flesh, so they them-
selves would be bearing the child in the rev-
erence of prayer, the awareness like unto
their own deep prayer. And it was that
prayer that made the waiting itself a prayer
that their very way of being and doing
would be one part of their contribution to
the forming of the child within them.

They could not force the time to be short-
ened; they could not act in some grand way
with the gestures reserved for their sons.
But both — in their own ways — had pre-
pared their sons by the love with which
they surrounded this child-to-be in their
waiting for him to be revealed. They waited
to see how their love had made a very baby
in whose eyes they would see their own
love given prayerfully for nine months.

And now in this new rebirth of Jesus,
Mary could still see her own love in the
eyes that looked back at her as he walked
upon the earthen floor, much as he had
walked the first time he waddled and stum-
bled into her arms, a little baby boy becom-
ing. She had held Jesus in her arms once
he’d walked so determined but hesitantly
toward her open arms; she had held him
lifeless in her lap when he was taken down
from the cross; she would now wait for him
to embrace her with the love with which she
had embraced him all the days of his life. Even
when he left home to embrace the Father’s
will that he preach and teach, suffer and die
for the people of Israel, she embraced him
lovingly in her heart every day as she waited
for the next mystery to be revealed. When
God works upon us, she thought, then the
real working of our lives is in the waiting,
waiting to receive what is given us when we
wait upon the Lord in all we are and all we
have.

What new waiting will now follow upon
this new embrace of him who approaches
her Godlike in his bearing and in his walk but
still walking like an ordinary man upon the
earthen floor upon which he was born.

Father Murray Bodo, OFM, is a
Franciscan priest and member of the
Franciscan Academy. He is the award-win-
ning author of numerous books, including the
best-selling Francis: The Journey and the
Dream, three books of poetry, and Surrounded
by Love: Seven Teachings from Saint Francis.

This article is adapted from Nourishing
Love: A Franciscan Celebration of Mary, a
new book by Murray Bodo, OFM (Franciscan
Media).§

Bishop’s Funeral Home
“serving all faiths”

Telephone 458-1885
540 Woodstock Rd., Fredericton
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OBITUARIES

(continued from page 8)
"Be close to those who are concerned for their loved ones who are

sick and who, in order to prevent the spread of the disease, cannot be
close to them," the pope continued. "Fill with hope those who are
troubled by the uncertainty of the future and the consequences for
the economy and employment."

But he also prayed that government leaders would work with "wis-
dom, care and generosity" to aid those who lack even the basic ne-
cessities and that their recovery plans would be farsighted and marked
by solidarity with the poor.

Pope Francis also added a prayer to the "beloved mother," asking
her to help everyone in the world recognize that they are part of "one
great family" and should care for one another, especially those most
in need.

"Encourage firmness in faith, perseverance in service and constancy
in prayer," he asked. "O, Mary, consoler of the afflicted, embrace all
your suffering children and have God intervene with his hand."§

Pandemic prevention

GAREY, Dr. NORMAN — It is with profound sadness that we
announce the passing of Dr. Norman Garey on April 27, 2021 at
Bobby’s Hospice in Saint John. Norm was born on June 29, 1940 in
Saint John, New Brunswick, the first of three boys born to John and
Hortense O’Connor Garey. He was the eldest of a large generation of
cousins and remained close to the Garey and O’Connor families his
whole life, exceedingly proud of his Irish heritage. Norm is sur-
vived by his wife, Patricia (Watts) Garey and his beloved children
Caroline (Stuart) of Toronto, Maureen (John) Pappas of Saint John
and Stephen of Toronto. He also leaves behind his much-loved grand-
children, Michael, Julia, Ben, Mia and Bella. He is survived by his
brother Dr. William Garey, who resides in Kansas with his wife Elaine,
his nephews and nieces (John, Kathleen, Michael, Deb, Eileen, Rick
and Ryan, Tim, Nadine and Denise) and many cousins, grand nieces
and nephews, colleagues, neighbours and friends. Norm was prede-
ceased by his parents, his younger brother Terrence Garey, his in-
laws, Harold and Marion Watts, and his brother-in-law Michael Watts.

Arrangements were under the care and direction of Brenan's Fu-
neral Home, Saint John. A Funeral Service was provided by family
member Msgr Brian Henneberry at Holy Redeemer Church, Saint
John, with interment in Holy Cross Cemetery, Saint John.

CARVELL, JOSEPH — It is with appreciation for a life well lived
that the family announces the peaceful passing of George Carvell,
beloved husband of 38 years to the late Doris (Buckingham) Carvell,
on April 29, 2021 at the Saint John Regional Hospital. Born in Saint
John on August 16, 1930, he was the son of the late Frederick and
Veronica (Cusack) Carvell. George is survived by his sons: Paul
(Peggy) Carvell and Patrick (Karen) Carvell; daughter: Theresa Carvell-
Jones; grandchildren: Edward (Craig) Carvell, Raymond Carvell, Pe-
ter Carvell, Bridget Jones, and Christopher Jones; great-grandchil-
dren: Alison Jones and Luke Jones; brother and sister-in-law: John
and Evelyn Buckingham; as well as several nieces and nephews.
Besides his parents and his wife Doris, George was predeceased by
his son-in-law: Troy Jones; sister-in-law: Joan Whalen; and siblings:
Hamel Carvell, Florence Jenkins, Mary Bates, Frank Carvell, Kay
McCarthy, Betty Douglas, and Doreen Holt. He was the last surviving
member of his immediate family.

He rested at Brenan’s Funeral Home, Saint John. A Mass of Chris-
tian Burial was held at the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception,
Saint John.

VICKERS, Sister CHARLOTTE — Sister Charlotte Gertrude Vickers
(Sister Albert Marie) peacefully went home to her God on Friday,
April 30, 2021 at Ruth Ross Residence in Saint John, NB. Born in
Nelson-Miramichi on February 9, 1932, she was the daughter of the
late Albert John and Emma (Burns) Vickers. A graduate of St. Michael’s
Academy in Chatham, NB, Sister Charlotte went on to become a
registered nurse via Hotel-Dieu de St. Joseph in Edmundston, NB.
She was employed at Hotel-Dieu until she entered the Sisters of Char-
ity of the Immaculate Conception in Saint John, NB on September 8,
1954. Upon completion of her novitiate, Sister Charlotte nursed at St.
Joseph’s Hospital in Saint John. She received her Bachelor of Science
in Nursing Education from the University of Ottawa in 1964. For five
years she was the Director of Nursing at Holy Family Hospital in
Prince Albert, Saskatchewan. Returning to Saint John, she was the
Director of Nursing at St. Joseph’s Hospital from 1969 to 1991. Re-
tiring from nursing, she became the manager of Seton Court Apart-
ments at St. Vincent’s Convent on Cliff Street. Sister Charlotte was a
woman of many “firsts” and a strong proponent of nursing educa-
tion. She initiated establishing the extended care unit and other outpa-
tient services at St. Joseph’s. As Chair of the New Brunswick Health
Association Education committee, she brought in many international
speakers and leaders in health care education to the province. She
was past chair of the Catholic Health Association of Saskatchewan
and a member of the Board of Directors of the Catholic Health Asso-
ciation of New Brunswick. In 2007, she received a Performance
Citation Award from the Catholic Health Association of Canada. Sis-
ter Charlotte was involved extensively in the Saint John community,
serving on boards for L’Arche (McKim House), AIDS Saint John,
Hospice Saint John, Saint John Legal Clinic and Birthright. She is
survived by her sisters Alberta (Abud) and Joan (Kachel). She was
predeceased by her parents Albert and Emma, brothers Allan, Albert,
Benedict, William, Burns, Gerald and sisters Ella, Mary, Sister
Margaret, scic and Sister Alice, scic.

She rested at Brenan’s Funeral Home, Saint John.  A Graveside
Service was held at St. Joseph’s Cemetery, Saint John.§

May 9, 2021   Sixth Sunday of Easter
First Reading: Acts 10.25-26, 44-48
The gift of the Holy Spirit was poured out even on the Gentiles.

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 98.1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4 (R. 2b)
R. The Lord has revealed his victory in the sight of the

nations.

Second Reading:   1 John 4.7-10
Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love.

Gospel: John 15.9-17
No one has greater love than this,

to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.

Sunday’s Liturgy
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RENOUS — On April 27, five children from Good Shepherd
Parish made their first communion at St. Bridget’s Church in
Renous, with Father Daniel Bastarache presiding (standing back
row, centre).  The new communicants were, front row (l to r)
Kent Hogan and  Sadie Hallihan; second row (l to r) Chloe
Arbeau, Jace Dunnett, and Aubree Vickers. Their religious
education teacher, Irene Peterson (back row left), and Shirley
McCabe, catechist (back row right).  (Shawn McCarthy photo)

MIRAMICHI — The combined
grade 8 classes from St.
Samuel’s and St. Mary’s
churches (St. Marguerite
Bourgeoys Parish, Miramichi)
recently finished up a
successful Youth Alpha
Program, the first at the parish.
Front row (l to r) Cheryl Harris,
Matt Taylor, Luke Williams
(seated), Riley Hachey, Father
Godwin Kalu and Cindy
Diotte. Second row (l to r)
Maggie Connell-Walsh,
Meredith Henderson, Joyce
Brideau, Autumn McEvoy,
Allison Connelly, Evan
Gallant, Hunter Matchett and
Ethan Butler. Third row (l to
r) Lauren Allison, Catherine
Walsh, Henry Walsh, Lauren
Landry, Trent Power, Ashton
Godin and Brett Gallant.
(Submitted photo)

Irish government to lift ban on mass
attendance May 10
By MICHAEL KELLY
Catholic News Service

DUBLIN — The Irish government said a COVID-19-related ban
on Catholics attending mass will be lifted May 10.

Irish Prime Minister Micheál Martin made the announcement in an
address to the nation April 29 as he revealed a new road map for the
reopening of society.

Public worship has been banned since Dec. 26 amid increased cases
— a move accepted by the Irish bishops' conference and other faith
leaders. However, the government provoked controversy earlier in
April when Health Minister Stephen Donnelly made it a criminal offense
for a priest to plan a public mass or a Catholic to leave home to
participate in mass.

Archbishop Eamon Martin of Armagh, Northern Ireland, head of
the Irish bishops' conference, described this move as both "provoca-
tive" and "draconian."

The prime minister announced in a televised address that up to 50
people will be permitted to attend mass beginning May 10. Up to 50
people will also be able to gather for funerals and wedding ceremo-
nies; however wedding receptions will be restricted to just six people,
or 15 people if the reception takes place outdoors.

Ireland had the strictest restrictions on religious services in Europe and
currently remains the only jurisdiction in the European Union where a ban
on people attending ceremonies exists.

Three of Ireland's 26 dioceses straddled the border with Northern
Ireland and, north of the border, public worship has been permitted
since March 26. §


